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Witte House chiel of stal? James
A Bugar T said vesterday "it i my
et recollection™ thar Wilkam .
{"a=er wax the senior official in Ron-
ald Reagan's 1980 campaign who
prodiuced 4 briefing book trom Pres.
iient Carter's reelection team-hefore
the nauonallvatelevised -debate be-
1ween the two candidates. -

Casey, who . was .campaign -man-

- aoer for Reagansand-is now. CIA .di-
rector. said.he had “no recollection”
of the document. "l

Their comments are in letters to
Hep. Donald J. Albosia (D-Mich.). a
House subcommittee chairman who
- bRl Mo e Brieling ook ep-

ufic. 1w other Keagan admmis-
tratior: othicials. OQtfice of Manage-
et end Budeer Director David A.
Srockman and White House commu-
rications director David R. Gergen.
als sl I TESBONSE 10 gUESTIONS
trom Albosta that they knew of the
Carter briefing material. -~
stwckman said i owas " useful” in
preparing  Reagan far—'the debate.
(iergen said that he never-saw it hut
that oihers told him it was-not “im-
poriant or dramatic.” '

Meanwhile. Mvles Martel. a Vil-

lanava. Pa. consultant who worked
r the Reagan campaign. said in a
ielephone interview vesterdav that
he urged another campaign aide.
Frank Hodsoll. 1o reium the Carter

hiriefing materigls at the time. "My L

impression was we had something
:1a7 we shouldnt have-had.” Martel
«aic. "1t should have been returned.”

Marte! said Hodsoll “didn’t de-
nate me” and responded "with some-
“ning to the effect that I had a verv
interesting position on the subjeet.”

Huazobl, who i pow chairman of
:he National Endowment for the
Arte, said vesterday he does not re-
call anv discussion with Martel on
the e:nics of having the material bu
<4 he might have talked about it
“in passing.”

H.dsoli has said previoush that
he tsd heen given several hundred
naves of quesiion-and-answer brief-
o materia! from the Carter cam-
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had no made an efiori 10 determine -

TWASHINGTCN PCST
24 June 1983

paign but never Knew the onigin of

it. Martel said he was hired by the
Reagan campaign 1o prepare Reagan .

for the Oct. 26 debate with Carter

and an earlier debate. with Jobn B

Anderson.

He said_he never.saw the Carter-
briefing. fnaterial. but urged that it

ire sent back when Hodsoll told him
about it Oct. 26 at a dinner at Rod-

sall’s home Martel said the material,
_ was “inconsequential” and he did not -
mention the episode in a book he -

cubmeguently wrote about presiden-
tial debates.

In their letiers vesterday. the Rea-
van administration officials said thev

the souree of the Carter briefing ma-
lerials. Those who remember the
Gocuments sai¢ thev were position
papers and not strategy memos.

Baker said he has "na recollection
that ] ever received or saw any de-
hate étraiegy or sensitive debating
noints prepared hy the Carter cam-
paign or Carter White House.” But
Baker said. *} do remember briefly
seeing a large Inose-jeaf hound bouk
|1 believe in & black binder; that was
thought to have been given 16 the
Reagan camp by someone with the
Carter campaign.”

Baker recalled that Casey gave. it
10 him =with the suggestion that it
might be of use 1o the |Reagan| De-
hate Briefing Team" headed hy Ger-

gen and Hodsoll. Atter thumbing

through i1, Baker said. he "passed it
un” to the teans.

The chiet of staff said he "never,
directhv or indirecthy” asked anvene
w set the Carter briefing material.
which he descrined as & “compengi-
um” of Carter administration policy
pasitions. Baker said he never tried
10 determine the source.

“There was nothing m jis face
that suggested it mav have heen an
ufficial document or a document suf-
ficientiv sensitive 10 have heen con-
trolled or closely held.” Baker said.

STAT

“Inany cese, T wouid submit thai.
uniorrunatetv. it is not uncommon in
campalgns~just as it 3 hol uncom-
morn i the ordinary business of the
press and the Congress—for such
mareriat Lo be given orsent .. ..~
Baker said “there is obwviousiv
high political content™ in efforts w0

. make an issue of the briefing book

episode. _

“Baker and Gergen said they are
nut aware of any evidence that the
hriefing book was illegally abtained.
Thai charge was raised recently in a
new boek, “Gambling with Histon™
by Laurence 1. Barrett. whe said the
naterial was “apparentiv . . .
fiched” from the Carter camp. He
did not identifv the soutce ol the
maierial,

n 1he letters semt i Alliosia.
there appeared 1o be a contradicion
between Baker and Casev. Baker
recalled that Casev gave him ‘the
book. Casev wrote that he had “no
recollection” of any papers setting
out Carter's debate strategy or de-
hating points. And Casey said that
his secretary. two special assistanis
and five deputy campaign direciors
had told him thev have no knowi-

-edge of hriefing material “resembling

thoi” described by Barrett.
But in his letter Cesev did nut
address the “black hook” described

by Baker. In 2 statement subse-

guentiv issued vesterdav. Caseyv said
he did not remember “any hiack
hook™ but added that he sent Baker
all papers that crossed his desk con-
cerning the debate. Casey did not
specifically rule out the possibility
that the Carter briefing material was
sent 10 Baker,

Gergen said that he does not re-
member “ever receiving or seeing
the debate briefing beok. although
he may have seen “somc pages.” He
said his judgment thal it was not
jimportant was based on what others
1eid him about the document and
e ow-kev way it war used.
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